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Report from Cape Colony — Plague — Examination for plague-infected, 

rodents. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 
Cape Town, Cape of Good Hope, July 18, 1904- 
The following report by the medical officer of health for the colony 
on the state of the outbreak of bubonic plague in the Cape Colony for 
the week ended July 16, 1904, is published for general information. 

Noel Janisch, 
Under Colonial Secretary. 

Port Elizabeth. — One case of plague was discovered during the week, namely, a 
native male, on the 16th instant. 

At the plague hospital 3 cases remain under treatment. 

Two hundred and thirty-seven rats (37 found dead), 224 mice (18 found dead), 
were bacteriologically examined during the week, of which 28 rats and 15 mice 
proved to be plague infected. 

Other places. — At Grahamstown, East London, TJitenhage, Queenstown, King 
Williams Town, and Knysna no case of plague in man or animals was discovered. 

CAPE TOWN. 

Harbor board area and shipping in harbor. — Number of rodents examined, 159; 
nothing found suspicious of plague. 

Cape Town municipal area. — Number of rodents examined by the medical officer of 
health for the city, 377; nothing found suspicious of plague. 

J. A. Mitchell, 
Acting Medical Officer of Health for the Colony. 

AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 

Report from Fiume — Inspection of immigrants. 

Acting Consular Agent La Guardia reports, August 5, 1904, as 
follows: 

Steamship Ultonia sailed August 4, destination New York; steerage 
passengers inspected 316, rejected 17, embarked 299; pieces of bag- 
age inspected and passed 325; pieces of baggage disinfected 9 
feathers and bedding). 

BRAZIL. 

Report from Bahia — Plague conditions. 

Consul Furniss reports, July 26, as follows: 

My last report ended on July 15, to which should be added one death 
of a suspect, reported too late to be included. 
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1735 August 26, 1904 

On the 16th 1 case was verified by bacteriological examination, and 
died on the 17th; on the 17th 2 cases were verified; on the 18th 3 cases 
were verified, 1 of which died on same day in observation hospital; on 
20th 1 case was verified and 1 suspect death in residence; on 21st 1 
verified case, followed by death in residence; on 22d 1 verified case; 
on 23d 1 verified case and 1 suspect death in residence; on 24th 2 sus- 
pect deaths in residence; on 25th 1 verified case, which died in resi- 
dence same day, and 1 suspect case. 

The number of cases verified by bacteriological examination from 
outbreak to and including July 25, 1904, is 24, of which 10 have died. 
There have been 5 cases treated as suspects, 2 of which have proved 
negative, and in the other 3 the first bacteriological examination has 
been negative, but the symptoms and the fact that other cases have 
occurred in same locality tend to point to plague, and they are being 
so treated. 

In addition to the above, 8 have been buried as " suspects," and 
may be considered as cases. 

The authorities continue to be most vigilant, closing schools, etc., 
in neighborhood of cases, disinfecting houses and streets in vicinity, 
etc. 

The cases are occurring among the poorer classes in the tenement 
section. In some instances the people have either failed to call in a 
doctor to attend the sick, and the first knowledge that the board of 
health has that the deceased had symptoms of plague is when the 
doctor designated to verify all deaths discovers it, or the physician is 
called in the last moment to find a patient more or less moribund with 
plague symptoms. Deaths in such cases are reported as "suspects," 
and to prevent delay bacteriological examination is not made, but 
instead the body is at once taken in charge by the board of health 
officers and the premises are disinfected, etc. , as is done with verified 
cases. 

All verified cases are sent to a plague hospital which has been estab- 
lished on the site of the maritime quarantine station, the service of 
which has been discontinued. Suspects are cared for near by the same 
station. 

There have been 16 cases in the hospital, of which 4 died, the 12 
remaining clinically presenting all of the symptoms of plague, the 
buboes occurring in the axillary, crural, and inguinal regions, and 
some having more than one buboe. 

With the exception of two who were convalescing prior to receipt 
of serum, all have been subjected to serum therapy, the serum used 
having been prepared in the Federal Institute at Manguinhas, Rio de 
Janeiro. The four who died entered the hospital in most grave state 
and died shortly after entering. 

To this date no dead rats have been encountered in the sections of the 
city in which have occurred the cases of plague, and particular search 
has been made for such in the section in which the greater number of 
cases are occurring. 

At Valenca, a small seaport town south of Bahia City, there have 
occurred 4 suspect cases, all in passengers of a small sailing vessel 
which had as cargo food stuffs, etc., bought in a store on the street 
near where the first case occurred. The board of health has sent offi- 
cials to investigate and take charge if necessary. 



